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with any degree of consistency, 
complain that they are not support- 
ed by those whom they are sworn 
to destroy, for from such people 
they could have no rational hope of 
support. 

From the warm and patriotic spi- 
rit which breathes through the es- 
say written by N.S., I have no doubt 
but that he is so much of an Irish- 
man, as not to impugn the' resolu- 
tion of consuming as much of Irish 
manufacture as possible, and that 
for the stepmother-like conduct of 
England towards Ireland for many 
centuries, such a measure is strictly 
consonant to the principles of jus- 
tice and prudence a measure in 
fact which is well-deserving the ap- 
probation of every true friend to his 
country, and which should be act- 
ed upon with the most scrupulous 
exactness. Now in my mind this 
is case in point, and extremely par- 
allel to the measure we have been 
treating of. If the resolution of re- 
jecting English manufacture be jus- 
tifiable on the principles of wisdom 
and sound policy, the resolution not to 
deal with Orangemen is equally justi- 
fiable; the internal peace of the coun- 
try, so much depending on it, ren- 
ders it of much more vital impor- 
tance. 

N.S. recommends a quiet and 
peaceable behaviour to the perse- 
cuted body, and " to manifest by 
their conduct that they are superior 
in their views to any thing held forth 
by the Orangemen." Most cordial- 
ly do I join with him.ii) such a re- 
commendation, and ss one peaceful 
and most effective measure, I would 
earnestly advise the adoption of this 
resolution, it cannot be productive 
of any violation of the public peace. 
It would be onij similar to the em- 
bargo laid on by the American go- 
veimi ;f;nt for the purpose of pre- 
cluding the necessity of going to 
war, which I have no doubt the 



thinking part of that people would 
wish had been persevered in, rather 
than have embarked in a war. If the 
Orangemen complain of this em- 
bargo laid upon their trade, they 
have themselves only to blame for 
the cause ; and they have only to 
alter their conduct, and things will 
flow in their accustomed channel. 
Let them cease their hostilities a- 
gainst their neighbours, and sink 
the title of Orange into that of Irish 
man, let them show by their con- 
duct that they consider they have 
a country, and let them not act as 
though they were a band of robbers 
who had entered it by force of 
arms, and retained the possession 
by right of conquest ; let them lay 
aside their party colours, and dis- 
continue their boyish, but insulting 
processions, and conciliate the es- 
teem and the affections of a virtuous 
and forgiving people, and peace, 
harmony and concord will speedily 
follow. But in order to bring 
Orangemen to a proper sense of 
their duty, a strong measure like 
what has been recommended, is 
absolutely necessai y, and to enforce 
it on the minds of Catholics, I can- 
not at parting conclude better than 
by the finishing sentence of' N.S. 
"Suffer not a principle of fear 
which frequently assumes the name 
of caution so to operate, as to pre- 
vent a thorough search into a right 
knowledge and steady assertion of 
the claims of independence." 
1 am, gentlemen, &c. 

Theocritus. 
October 8th, 1813. 



Tc lie Pttfrittori oj the JStlfatt Magazine. 

Gentlemen, 

NOTHING but the purest regard 
for the reputation of .the Synod 
of Ulster, could excite in me a de- 
sire at this important crisis of public 
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affairs, to occupy one page of your 
truly patriotic publication, with a 
single observation on " An Observ- 
er's" laboured attempt, to prove 
that there are errors in the " Ac- 
count ft: Synodicsl Proceedings," 
which , u haw laid before your 
reacS-ii. 

W;!eu an enemy, however weak, 
assumes the guise of friendship, he 
becomes dangerous, and ought to 
be unmasked. That your corres- 
pondent i: Observer," is a person of, 
this description, I strongly suspect; 
ar.d I think his insidious designs a- 
gainst the Synod, may be fuiiy 
proved from his own language. On 
a cursory reading of his "Remarks," 
I thought him a simple, well-mean- 
ing writer ; but on an attentive pe- 
rusal, I am convinced, that there 
is about him, more of canning than 
simplicity. He is unquestionably 
some humble follower of the " fallen 
great," who thought it would be 
expected, that he should at least 
make an attempt, to weaken the 
force of an honest " Account," and 
to overwhelm the Synod and them- 
selves, in oas common, debase- 
ment ! 

In the discharge of this duty, he 
has " displayed great zeal and abi- 
lities,'' and no trifling knowledge of 
the human heart, and popular 
judgment. He seems fully aware, 
that even the fair page of truth, 
canto the public eye, be darkened 
by the blight of false assertion ; and 
that the multitude, anxious to ob- 
tain any palliative for their own 
misdeeds, will readily believe the 
tale of detraction on the purest cha- 
racter ! Actuated by this convic- 
tion, when he cast his eye upon the 
"Account," "it is all" true," said 
he, "too true; I feel that it is true; 
but I will not allow it to rescue the 
character of the enslaved Synod. 
It would be dangerous indeed, to 
depend upon public credulity so 



far, as to ch-ny, that it "'is in tha 
main a good and correct account;' 
but though I cnnnfit altogether stop 
the chariot of truth, it will be 
strange if I do not by quibbling find 
bold a~ser< ion. pat >>t lea.;t adrag 
upon the wheel." Cheaivd by these 
ruminations, he caaHdently asserts 
that there are •■errors in the ac- 
count," but before he proceeds to 
expose them, he draws <i dagger 
from behind the cloak- of friendship, 
and aims a death-blow at the reviv- 
ing reputation of the Synod. 

" A weak defence," saith he, " is 
always more injurious to a cause, 
than an open attack. I wail know 
that the Synod has by its late pro- 
ceedings, gained much in the pub- 
lic estimation. The writer of the 
" Account" says, he biiliaves it has 
asserted its independence, for the 
first time, these fifteen years. 
I believe the same 1 But I will 
aver, (with the exception of a 
few, who, I will admit, have uni- 
formly acted in opposition to 
the dictates of conscience,) that it 
has always- been an immaculate, in- 
dependent body ; and that its mem- 
bers were guided by the same prin- 
ciples, at its last meeting, which 
had regulated tlu ir conduct for the 
fourteen preceding years. I am 
convinced that no person who 
knows any thing of the matter, and 
examines my arguments, (inten- 
tionally weak and unmeaning,) will 
give the slightest credit to what I 
say concerning the last fourteen 
years' independence ; but my ob- 
ject is, that they may look upon 
all I say respecting independence, 
as equally untrue, and thus identify 
the year IB! 3, with those that pro- 
ceded it. I and my party, (for I 
intend to use l he word party, as pe- 
culiarly becoming in a religious 
body,)" are miserably degraded ; and 
had' we but weight enough to drag 
the majority (for oiice virtuous,) a- 
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long with us, ''twould be a con- 
summation devoutly to be wished.' " 

Such I conceive to have been the 
real, though masked design of " An 
Observer ;" and every person who 
reads his " Remarks," will admit, 
that he has executed it to perfection ; 
except, where he boasts of his own 
" disinterestedness, his incapability 
of being led astray, and his manly 
differing from Dr. Black." Per- 
haps this self-praise may bring to 
the recollection of your readers, 
the two ladies in the Vicar of Wake- 
field, (who talked so much of their 
characters and virtue,) and make 
them cry, at the end of every puff, 
with honest Mr. Burchell, " fudge." 

Lest your correspondent should 
be, however, what I at first sight 
supposed him, honest and simple, 
I plead your indulgence to make a 
few observations on his " Remarks," 
as they occur. He commences 
with an eulogium on Synodical in- 
dependence for fourteen years 
from 1798 to 1812*. He does not 
say indeed, that they manifested 
any independence. But, still they 
did possess it, and could no doubt 
if necessary, have produced it. It 
nestled snug and unperceived in 
their breasts ; a latent spark, but 
not an animating principle ; a spe- 
cies of independence too prevalent 
amongst the timid, time-serving, 
trading patriots of the present day. 
This comfortable littleindependert-e 
of spirit they had, but then Dr. 
Black managed every thing in a 
manner so agreeable to their con- 
sciences, that they were happily 
neyer obliged to expose it to the 
bitter cold of the Northern blast, 
■which would soon have reduced its 



• If " Observer" be a poet (which I 
dare say ne is,) perhaps he may yet fa- 
vour the world with some elegant stan- 
zas on this happiest of subjects for the 
virtuous muse ! " Fictio est anima poesis !" 



temperate heat, below the freezing 
point ! That they actually enjoyed 
this independence, your corres- 
pondent gives a positive, and most 
satisfactory proof in his excellent 
" Remarks." " He knows at least 
one half of the members of Synod, 
therefore, they must of necessity 
be independent ; and perhaps a- 
niongst the other half, there may 
be one or two of the same stamp, 
which will constitute the majority 
" of course of the Synod." This is 
not a regular syllogism, but what 
logicians term an Enthymeme. For 
the information of your dull read- 
ers, (if any such you have,) I will 
lay before them in its complete form, 
this incomparable piece of reason- 
ing ; and if ever afterwards, they 
entertain one doubt of Synodical 
independence, they are asses ! 

CLERICAL SYLLOGISM, 

" Observer knows one half of the 
members of Synod : he would not 
be acquainted with any but indepen- 
dent men : therefore, the Synod is 
independent." 

How happy must those be, who 
enjoy familiar intercourse with such 
a man ! I feel delighted in the 
idea, that I may possibly, be even 
slightly known to him ! 

One would have supposed, that 
he would have stopped here, per- 
fectly satisfied with having set the 
matter for ever at rest, by so irre- 
fragable an argument. But he was 
unable to arrest the progress of his 
teeming genius and. ready pen, un- 
til he overwhelmed, as well as con- 
vinced. His first argument is posi- 
tive ; his second negative, and 
couched in these happy words, 
" The Synpd were independent, be- 
cause no person can prove (swear, 
I presume he means,) the contra- 
ry." This rises above the law, 
which says, " that every man is 
considered innocent, until proved 
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guilty." But here there is no con- 
sidering or doubting ; he actually 
is innocent. These two admirable 
pieces of reasoning" on Synodical 
independence, will certainly stamp 
a dignity upon your work, and fully 
recompense the public, for a few 
dry things you have occasionally 
said on the subject of ths Regium 
Donum. It is ardently to be desir- 
ed, that their sound principle may 
be carried into common life, where 
it will doubtless rival in utility, the 
" New system of Mnemonics." 

From what has been so forcibly 
urged by your invaluable corres- 
pondent, it would almost seem su- 
perfluous to say any thing farther 
of Synodical independence. But as 
" Observer's" powerful arguments 
have made a convert of me, per- 
haps you will indulge me in giving 
a i'ew actual proofs of clerical inde- 
pendence, from the year 1798 till 
1812. Some " plain people" can 
comprehend facts, who are not very 
apt at Syllogisms. 

In the year 1782, the Spirit of 
Freedom walked abroad, lovely, 
majestic, and unshackled over our 
green plains. She raised her glo- 
rious standard in Ulster ; she diffus- 
ed her heavenly influence into the 
warm hearts of our countrymen ; 
and by the mustering of her chil- 
dren, caused terror to thrill through 
the wily heart of tyranny, and the 
proud soul of ambition. As was to 
be expected, the Presbyterian Mi- 
nisters were amongst the first and 
the most zealous who volunteered in 
support of her rights. An unhappy 
system of exclusion, however, on 
account of religious opinions, (v.ver 
the bane of our country!) in many 
places curbed her generous efforts, 
and joined with the insidiousness of 
her enemies, in a few years caused 
the defection of her friends. Still, 
however, she did not desert us, 
but sadly lingered on our shores. 



She thought that she yet perceived 
a something in the Irish breast, 
deserving of her care, and wander- 
ed melancholy amongst her few ad- 
herents; fanning, as "she went, the 
dying embers of patriotism, and 
touching the silent chords of social 
love. Her cause gradually acquired 
strength from 1793 till 1797, and 
numbers of Presbyterian ministers 
again surrounded her standard. 
Still she had inveterate enemies, 
who,^ in order to drive her despair- 
ing from our land, caused the "foul 
fiend of rebellion" to counterfeither 
appearance; to delude, to enslave, 
to destroy her ill-fated children! 
How well those enemies succeeded^ 
the melancholy events of 1 798, and 
the disjunctive Union declare. 

It was those events which first 
led the Presbyterian clergy to exhi- 
bit the independence of the last fif- 
teen years. Some of them suffered 
death, some banishment, and some 
imprisonment. Had your pene- 
trating correspondent " Observer" 
been acquainted with the remain- 
der, he could easily inform us whe- 
ther seven- eighths of them had any 
reason to be afraid ! But whether 
they had, or had not, they proved 
their independence, by submitting 
to an inquisitorial examination of 
their political conduct, by their 
untainted brethren. Happily, how- 
ever, the inquisition were unable to 
find any evidence, except that of 
each individual respecting his own 
conduct ; which allowed the gentle- 
men another opportunity of showin« 
their independence, (i.e. according 
to " Observer," of thinking and 
acting for themselves,) for every 
man declared himself innocent and 
loyal ! What a contemptible farce. 

They farther proved their inde- 
pendence, by humanely suspending 
the Bounty, a principal means of 
their support, from two imprisoned 
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brethren, •' prs^atkd by '"""*-* elo- 
quence" (or sonu'Shiiijj eise.) of Dr. 
Black ! 

To show the spirit of those times, 
I will bring to "Observer's" recol- 
lection the observation of a gpntle- 
jnan at our last meeting, equally 
distinguished by his talents, his 
learning, and his candor. Speak- 
ing of the word implicated in the 
Minute of 1799, he said, " I, and I 
am certain a great many others, 
thought at the time, that it was too 
strong, and that it was- intended toex- 
press guilt ; bat every one knows, that 
those were no days for speaking out !" 
After this honourable avowal, who 
will dare to say, that the in nod 
were actuated by temporal hopes ur 
fears. 

Another proof of Synodical inde- 
pendence, is their being pensioners of 
the crown, on the present highly 
equitable, and (no doubt to the ma- 
jority,) agreeable terms of classifica- 
tion. 

In 1805, they proved their inde- 
pendence, (aye, and benevolence too,) 
by " dismissing, without a hearing," 
the respectful memorial of an injured 
brother! 

But the most notorious testimony 
of their independence ever exhibited, 
was their noble triumph over their 
own hearts, wishes, and minds, in 
electing Mr. Climating to the Clerk- 
ship, instead of Ma. Shaw, a man 
who had executed the duties of the 
office for sixteen years, with unpa- 
ralleled ability, that the whole emo- 
lument might go to the support of an 
aged and necessitous minister! .No 
person can deny, that in this they 
indeed showed their independence of 
principle. And should any one be 
bold enough to assert, that this 
never-to-be-forgotten proof of spirit, 
was produced by Dr. Black's circular 
letter, or by any hope, in any per- 
son, of receiving bounty when, (or 
before,} it becomes due, instead of 



two month-, after it, he is just as 
much a liar, as the Synod were in. 

DEPENDENT i 

Many ncre proofs might be fur- 
nished, of the excellent spirit which 
animated the Synod of .Ulster fnr 
fourieen years; but i trust it will 
be quite sufficient to say, " that in 
the smallest, as weli as the greatest 
concerns, they uniformly manifested 
the same species of independence." 

I feel peculiarly happy in obtain- 
ing the approbation of such a man 
as " Observer;" and I know he can- 
not withhold it from me, for the 
candid manner in which I have ac- 
knowledged my error, and the trifl- 
iug support which I have given by 
facts, to his incomparable arguments. 
But though 1 have yielded thus i'dr, 
I cannot ^o any farther: I cannot 
admit, that the Synod of IS 13 was 
of the same humane and lovelv as- 
pect, with those which preceded 
it for some years, i will not have 
it identified ■ with them. It would 
disgrace them indeed ! They being 
honourable and independent, it was 
the most vile and degraded meeting 
ever witnessed m a Christian clime! 

As to the junior members being 
active in the proceedings of the last 
disgraceful meeting, let not " An 
Observer" be alarmed. I do hereby 
acquaint all good people, that some 
of the junior members did most firm- 
ly adhere to the old independence; 
that they did not show one symp- 
tom of youthful blood, or youthlul 
feeling; that they always voted as 
was expected; that they seemed to 
have some object, beyond the pro- 
ceedings, in view, from which they 
never withdrew their eyes; and that 
it must be a great consolation to the 
Presbyterian church, to think, that 
such wise and steady pastors are 
laying every plan for rising into 
offices of emolument and trust! 

Having yielded so much to your 
correspondent, and spent so mucb 
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time in complaisance, I will now 
touch, as briefly as possible, on the 
points, the dangerous points of error, 
with which the *' account" is charg- 
ed. 

First Error. — " Book is used, 
where it should be only part of 
Book." This charge I pass by, with 
the same feeling of pity, or smile 
of contempt, winch it must excite in 
every reader cf the two articles. 
Pity however must preponderate: 
for surely it is pardonable in " a 
drowning man to catch at straws." 

Second Error — " It wss not ob- 
jected to the proceedings of ISI2, 
that we ourselves were accusers, 
witnesses, judges, and jury." The 
proof of this error is certainly very 
satisfactory ; your- correspondent, 
though remarkably attentive, and 
gifted with the very best of me- 
mories, does not '* recollect it." 
This is all very fine, and conclusive, 
and calculated to undeceive the pub- 
lic; but it is not the fact, for I mv- 
seif urged the objection : and it is 
probable, from this hint, " An Ob- 
server" may know to whom he is in- 
debted for so much kindness. Let 
not his great attention and memory 
be susptcted from this circumstance. 
Perhaps he was at the time honour- 
ed by a whisper from his patron ; 
who being infallible in his own 
judgment, does not require to at- 
tend to the arguments of" others ! 
He says, " the Synod has been in 
the habit of judging its own mem- 
bers." Very true. And I suppose 
it will not be disputed, that it has 
always executed dispassionate, im- 
partial, '• righteous judgment !"• 

Third Error — "The Synod did 
not yield th< iropinion.sto.Dr. Black's 
assert ion; ft.r though they had not 
read the.' Narrative,' lie quoted the 
passages condemned." Yes, he did 
quote sentences and paragraphs' 
without the slightest reference to 
what preceded or followed iheui ; 



just as Tom Paine, quoted the Bible, 
all in friendship ! 

Fourth Error — " Dr. B>ack was a- 
nanimously thinked for bis display 
of zeal and abilities, though the 
Account says he was not." Does 
your correspondent believe this ? No 
matter, he asserts it, and gives in 
proof of his assertion, that unani- 
mously stands in the minute, which 
being always read a second time, 
must lit; correct. Does he venture 
to assert, that the printed minutes 
are always a fair transcript « Sy- 
noiiical proceedings ? I wish bis 
prudence hid cau,*d him to avoid 
this unfortunate subject. But he has 
brought me to the point, and if his 
rashness receive a severe correction, 
he has only himself to blame. I will 
let the public know a little of cleri- 
cal management. The business of 
the Synod's clerk is, to enter in its 
bonks, the motions, amended mo- 
tions, resolutions, &c., which are 
brought before the house. He ought 
to enter every motion immediately 
when made. To provide, however, 
against error, it is usual to read the 
minutes of the foregoing Sederunt, 
at the nest. Trusting too much to 
the attention of the clerk, few min- 
isters attend minutely to this second 
reading. The time of it likewise, 
is immediately after the Moderator 
takes the chair, and before one half 
of the members are assembled; 
when hundreds of people are press- 
ing in, and ait is unavoidably bustle 
and confusion. Under such cir- 
cumstances, 1 do not hesitate to af- 
firm, that the clerk, were he so fits- 
posed, mi^ht omit the most impor- 
tant proceeding, or utter blasphemy 
without detection. Of this -'.An 
Observer" is not, cannot be ign°- 
rant. A tkrk may write- unani- 
mously, because he wishes it to be 
su ; m<d it may pa^s unnoticed iu the 
second reading. That be can mate 
gi eater mistakes than this, aud that 
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the" Account" is more accurate and 
more true than his minutes, I will 
prove beyond contradiction. There 
is not in the minutes of iast meeting, 
one word of Mr. Porter's third mo- 
tion, nor of the condition on Which it 
teas withdrawn. How is this shame 
fill omis«ion to be accounted for ? 
Would Dr. Black through modesty 
wish it concealed, that he had a con- 
fidential conference with a secretary 
of state } This is rather improba- 
ble ; unless he might think it would 
give offence, to blab the private 
whispers of a minister. Could a 
great clerk, and a little great assistant 
neglect to take down a motion, the 
discussion of which occupied some 
hours? Impossible ! 1 cannot un- 
ravel the mystery ; but perhaps 
vour" very attentive Observer can." 
The public, however, will perceive, 
with what propriety the minutes of 
Synod are held up, as of necessity 
correct. I repeat it, the word una- 
nimously should not have been insert- 
ed in the minute of 1812. But I go 
beyond assertion, 1 appeal to the 
Rev. H. Henry, and N. Alexander, 
as two gentlemen who gave it be- 
coming opposition. 

Fifth Eirar—'' It was not with a 
view to quash the business, but to 
support order, that Mr. Thompson 
and others contended 20 hours." 
1 know order was the ostensible plea; 
and they wished to rally their 
troops, and raise their spirits by a 
skirmish, before they ventured on a 
pitched battle. But still, the real 
design of hushing often broke forth ; 
and at last unmasked itself, in the 
amendment proposed to Mr. Porter's 
first motion, viz " It is not expe- 
dient to proceed in this business at 
present." 

"An Observer" goes on to remark 
that I have not given a fair statement 
of the first motion. It would have 
been highly presumptuous in me, 
on mere recollection, to have assert- 



ed that my statement would be liter- 
ally correct. I only proposed giv- 
ing the " substance and bearing" 
of the motions. Let the impartial 
reader judge whether I have done 
so, by referring to the minutes of 
Synod, published in your la%t No. ; 
keeping in mind the unaccountable 
omission or the third motion. When 
the substance of the first motion was 
written, I bad a faint recollection, 
that the word " inaccurately," had a 
place in the amendment, but what 
place I could not comprehend. On 
reading the minute, I perceive the 
reason for my not understanding it ; 
as it stands it actually has not any 
force or meaning. That the Synod 
might have acted inconsiderately 
and improperly in publishing a sen- 
tence of condemnation without evi. 
dence, I can easily conceive; but 
that an expression must be inaccu- 
rate, because it is severe, I really 
cannot understand. On this Sy- 
nodical principle, the plainest proof 
of the most heinous guilt must be 
incorrect. We have of late become 
notorious for the use of words. I 
wish your correspondent, or the 
framersof this elegant amendment, 
would enlighten the world by an 
explanation of it. 

Sixth Error — " The second reso- 
lution is not, that the Synod of 
1805 acted improperly in dismissing 
a memorial, &c. ; but this Synod 
regrets having dismissed, &c." 
Candid reader, is it substantially in- 
correct to say that the Synod of 
1813 condemned the Synod of 1805 
of impropriety ? " This Synod re- 
grets, &c. ;" regrets what? Doubt- 
less, that the Synod of 18(95, acted 
with propriety, liberality, and be- 
nevolence. 

Seventh Error — " The account 
states, that there was« general feel- 
ing, that Dr. Dickson's complaints 
respecting Ready, wete not altoge- 
ther unfounded: the resolution in 
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the Minutes is, that they are un- 
founded" 1 think I behold "Ob- 
server," when he had penned this 
most happy sentence, raising himself 
in his chair with all imaginable self- 
complacency, and chuckling at the 
idea, of having given al least one 
sound blow to his adversary. For 
the sake of truth, There again join 
issue with the Minutes. They say 
the original motion was carried, and 
that it contained the word unfounded. 
I say that Mr. Porter's original mo- 
tion contained the phrase, "has not 
been substantiated." It is evident a 
charge might he very just. ; and yet 
not be completely proved. And I 
am convinced, not a single member 
of the Synod entertains one doubt, 
that, had not Dr. Dickson been 
the minister of Keady, it woald have 
been included in the original ar- 
rangement for bounty, and would 
have enjoyed it like other congre- 
gations. Asitothe Minutes of Sy- 
nod, I have already shown how far 
they are to be depended upon, and 
I appeal to the original motion, yet 
in the hands of Mr. Porter, whether 
in this case they be correct. If it 
contain the word unfounded, I will 
freely confess my error. 

Your correspondent denies that 
Mr. Porter's grand motion, was the 
disavowal of Dr. Black's " State- 
ment." Now, whether it was so, 
or not, must have depended entirely 
on his own views of the subject. I 
flatter myself that I knew at least as 
much ot Mr. Porter's mind, as " An 
Observer" did ; and I reassert, that 
this nag his principal aim, because 
he thought that publication had 
essentially degraded the Synod, un- 
der whose auspices it was ushered 
into the world. As to the erasure 
ofithe whole minute, of which he 
first gave notice, finding the ser- 
pent deprived of its sting, by his 
ptevious resolutions, he thought 
that it would be of advantage to the 
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clerical bodv, to let the harmless 
reptile remain, as a warning against 
future error and precipitancy. I do 
not aj>ree with your correspondent, 
that hud it had been made, the mo- 
tion for rescinding the minute would 
not have been carrud. I know he 
makes this assertion only from hist 
knowledge of synotiical inconsisten- 
cy. But I cannot yet believe that 
any body of men, would support a 
whole, of which they had just con- 
demned the several parts. Surely 
the Synod would not have acted so 
absurdly. 

I am astonished that an,v man who 
ever beheld the countenance of Mr. 
Porter, could charge him with the 
desire of " triumphing over Doctor 
Black" as an individual. Thai his 
heart is animated with an enthusias- 
tic love of virtue, and a firm abhor- 
rence of vice, must be admitted. 
But whilst he would strain every si- 
new in the conflict against the en- 
slaver und oppressor, he would not 
make a bondman of the one, nor ap- 
ply his own scourge to the back of 
the other. 

I formerly alluded to Dr. Black's 
mode of becoming responsible for 
his own book, as to its contents ; at 
our last meeting, it appeared pretty 
plainly that he expects tc\ to become 
responsible as to i:s expences. 

Your correspondt ot seems inter* 
estingly diffident of his own judg- 
ment, respecting the " folly" of the 
Synod of 1812; but he becomes 
happily reassured, when he contem- 
plates " the deliberate folly" of thafc 
of 1813. No doubt he views the 
proceedings of both years with a 
placid heart and an impartial eye. 

Before I conclude, 1 would exhort 
your readers to re-peruse with care 
his most important, and instructive, 
and perspicuous " Reinaiks," on the 
conduct of Masonic lodges, to their 
delinquent members. Those who do 
not belong to the cralt, may not 



MS 



Further instance of Ulster degradation of character. 



[Oct. 



perhaps lie able to perceive any 
meaning in them ; but that cannot 
detract from their intrinsic excel- 
lence. 

I will not say that "An Observ- 
er's" concluding insinuation against 
Dr. Dickson, is vile, unmanly, and 
unjust ; but I will say, that it bears 
the stamp of conscious guilt, which 
■endeavours to vilify, after having 
laboured to oppress. The injured 
Dr. Dickson, may have his weak- 
nesses ; but where is the man who 
does not admire his splendid talents, 
and esteem his expanded heart. 

If I have made any observations, 
■which seem to bear hard upon the 
Synod of Ulster, for some years past, 
be assured, I have not done so with 
an unfriendly heart. As a body, I 
think their wishes have b^en always 
good, and the charitable judger, 
whilst he is obliged to condemn ma- 
ny parts of their conduct, will find 
considerable palliatives for their er- 
rors, in the apathy of the Presbyte- 
rian people, and the important trans- 
actions of eventful times. At their 
last meeting, they gave pleasing 
symptoms of returning life, energy, 
and virtue : and as they have com- 
menced viith the difficult task of ac- 
knowledging their errors, it is to be 
hoped they will conclude with the 
delightful otie of reforming them. 
The returning progress to virtue, of 
those who have been long degraded, 
is, from their habit and connexions, 
generally slow • and the slave, 
though liberated, often feels his 
wonted trt-uior, in the presence of 
his master, ¥*t I do not altogether 
despair of beholding the day, when 
tht? ministers of the Synod of Ulster, 
conscious of their own dignity, and 
importance in the community, will 
prove themselves to be the asserlors 
of Presbyterian liberality, both as 
teachers and citizens, not ottlv at 
their annua] meetings, but in their 
rs.-pettive congregations. Whilst 



they accept the Royal Bounty, as a 
mean of encreasing their comfort 
and respectability, may it never 
gender them lukewarm in the dis- 
charge of their pastoral duties, nor 
silent and inactive, when the saered 
cause of liberty and truth, requires 
tbeir exertions and their voice. 

With sincere wishes for the pros- 
perity of your patriotic labours ; and 
grateful, as a member of society, for 
the very considerable' portion of 
your time, which you dedicate to 
its improvement. 

I am, gentlemen, yours, &c. 

An Actor. 
Sept. 1813. 

To tie Proprietor! of the Belfast Magazixt. 

T ACKNOWLEDGE your corres- 
x ponrient' Detector" "is in better 
possession of the. affair of the two 
bucks, than I was: but it being a 
matter of arbitration prevented, 
in part, the public from being ac- 
quainted with the result. The wor- 
thy gentleman who espoused the 
poor man's cause, deserves the 
thanks and prayers of every honest 
heart. But although there are too 
many "Nimrods" in our County, the 
North is not altogether free from 
them. Having occasion to be ' in 
the County of Antrim Jn the month 
of August, I stopped at an inn 
in a little town north of Bel- 
fast; and standing in the kitchen 
for some time, I overheard the ser- 
vants talk over an affair which put 
me in mind of the poor man at Car, 
low races. In a village in that 
neighbourhood, lives one of your 
second-handed landlords, who k'erps 
a mistress. She went into one of 
his tenant's houses, and, without 
an y degree of provocation, insulted 
and ill-used the poor man's wife; 
and might have used her worse, but 
for the interference of the neigh- 



